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Cops to Protect Feeders
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(Delhi/Mum Eﬁsure safety of 1fNagpur/Fu

/ stray canines,
dog lovers: HC
to gowt, police

UI'K:\RSBANAND
NEWDEIH] DECEMBER 1R

UPHOLDING the right of dog
Jovers and animal rights activists to
get protection from intimidating
neighbours, the Delhi High Courtan
Friday asked the Delhi gonvernment
and police to Jocate sites in 11 police
station areas where stray dogs could
be fedwithout any hassles,

Justice VK Fain sid feeding dogs is
both kwiul and hedpfil and assists the
lmwp.d animal birth control pro-
gramme in which dogs re sterilised
and vaccinated arca-wise,

"Feoding dogs makes them friendly
and casict to handle,” the court held.
“Citizensare free to feed dogs in areas
0 be mutually decded by the Anirnal
Welfare Board of India and the
feeder.”

As per the court’s directive, station
houseofficers of 11 palice stations—
mcleding Defence Colony, Vasant
Kunj, Saket, Mchrouli, Geeta
Colony, Kalkaji and Kamala Nagar
~ are required within two weeks 1o
2220 In on somc sites in their Jocalitics
where animal lovers could feed the
strays without hindrance from abu-
smndplbms.

ol Mecra

Delbi government’s counse
Bhatia told the court that the depart-
mentwould do the needful incoordi-
nation with the Animal Welfare
Board at the cartiest and ket the court
know about the developments in the
next feport.

In August, the court had reccived
seven petitions, inchuding the main
petition filed by the NGO ‘Citizens
for the Welfare and Protection of An-
imal', that complsined of "repeated
and continnous intimidation, abuse
and threats, physical assault by resi-
dents of bocality wath an intention to

pmtmtlmr I&:mdlmh.”lhz.peb
lkmclshadahomscdmcmlunf

“spathy” inacting on their camplaints
of harassment.

While the police had carlier
dnuncdlmuham:cymdddohmc
as it was essentially the civic body's
{MCD) job, the petitioness had Gited
the Stray Animal Control Rules
(Dogs), 2001, meant to protect street
dogs from crucity.

‘lhetcmamuxiShkhsuaydop
in Dedhd, and MCD, in coordination
- with various NGOs, sterifises these |
Siray canines.

Jasmine Damkewala, an advocate
and @ petitioner i the case, wel-
comed the verdicz. Damkewsla said’

the order meant nrotoetinn ine thaes /-
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Feeders Attacked: High Court Protects, Delhi

The Indian Express — dated: / 3 y

(Delhi/Mumbai/Kolkata/Ahmedabad/Chandigarh/Jammu/Lucknow/Nagpur/Pu
ne/Vadodara/New York-weekly)

an-bite. move High Court for protection

KRISHNADAS RAJAGO heard Delhigov  complaints ab i fons as “legal, advised the Municipal Corpo-
jaints about “imminent as-  tions as “legal, constitutional, bu- Geemshuhananihasfamdoppo- also

NEW DELHI, Auousrl?;t‘ emm:,i:g:me‘ “I;edM‘-he ,mmﬁ sault”, The 33year-old Damkewala mmmm ik zt'l’: &ol‘:n:ﬂ neighbours in De- annmﬁ :;fal Delhi wmd g:ﬁfalhﬁnﬁ

' ' response immed also flaunted a Dethi High Court or i : ~ Msnicipal Council t adop
fovers in the filear y provided to ‘.‘fﬂlylwo;ft:, derissued on Augustl-ai.s)hnw which  sation, Friendicose-Scca, hasalso  The petitioners sought the court's mlt::;t:gﬁh:; :nwdgalmgd. n 'nv;:hB:i
IA@O“-pi:l);ggg“mv“l ol T Jasmine hkmmshsgmmtym plewhot:ftzhz mﬁm I.:'m'nem wm?;it;:olx :l?:’;%- had then said it wa's the court's
: 3 of the petitioners, Jasm W car r : ¥ neat s ! i 2
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tions on Wednesday — each peti- and threass physical s oy D?'g Iovers have said that neither the police fgl"mh (Dos%’ e mfpcmmmﬁhdh
toer secing protction o tesidentofthe besly SERIDE oy the attackers know of alaw, called the Stray ANTal  potec et dogsromeruely. | dog carers s Defence Colory
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Court orders for Feeding Areas

You can pet a stray

dog an
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Harish V Nair

m harish.nair®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: It's great news not
only for the capital’s stray
canines but also for those who
care for them. Till now, dog
lovers were threatened and
even beaten up by locals when
they moved around feeding and
sterilising the strays.

The Delhi High Court on
Friday ordered creation of des-
ignated areas in all colonies of
the capital for feeding and tend-
ing to stray dogs. There, the ani-
mal lovers will be provided pro-
tection, if they require it.

Justice VK Jain was hearing
petitions seeking protection by
animal welfare NGOs and dog
lovers from Vasant Kunj,
Defence Colony, Kalkaji, Neb
Sarai, Saket, Geeta Colony and
Nangloi.

These activists work with the
MCD to sterilise stray canines,
to control their population. As
per the latest MCD survey,
there are some 2.6 lakh stray
canines in Delhi. Their density
is nearly five per km and the
sex ratio is 51:49 (1,34,000 male
to 1,28,000 female dogs).
However, only about half of
them have been sterilised

The activists contended
before the court that feeding of
dogs forms a necessary part of
rabies control. “It is necessary

Q £ AamEsengons
@ﬂ == o

d feed it too

1T Court orders creation of designated
areas in all colonles for feeding and tending to stray dogs

BITE THIS

2.01akh | O aense,

stray dogs per
sq km of area

The number of stray
dogs in the city

50

Ratio of sterilised
dogs in Delhi

WHAT THE COURT HAS ORDERED

= Designated space for
feeding stray dogs in seven
colonies

= Model to be replicated
across Delhi later
= Protection for dog lovers

= Activists say befriending stray dogs is a rabies control measure.

to confine dogs to their terri-
tories by befriending and par-
tially domesticating through
feeding them”, said Sonia
Ghosh, founder of the non-gov-
ernment organisation Citizens
for Welfare and Protection of
Animals.

Ghosh said the locals in var-
ious areas saw it as a nuisance
and attacked them. Complaints

to the police often fell on deaf
ears.

The court said, initially, the
areas would be marked in the
petitioners’ colonies, and later
replicated in other colonies.

Delhi Police counsel Meera
Bhatia told the court, “We will
ensure that there is no law and
order problem in a particular
area during the dog feeding.”

S |
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The Times of India - dated: 15 } J 1«1 89

{Delhi/Mumbai/ Kolkata and ali India editions)

 Earmark area for
feeding strays: HC

TRAZS NEWS NETVWORY

New Delhi: Adopting an in-
novitive approach to the pro-
liferation of stray dogs and
threat of rabies, tha Dethi High
Court on Friday came up with
the idea of ing an arca

in each locality where people
could feerd those animals as that

would in turn make it easfor

ZRMINE CARE

for suthorities to monitar thelr
sterilization and vacemation,

On petitions filed by stray
dog feedors from 10 localities,
Justica V K Jain directed the

tes with MCD's within four
weaks and repoct the same to
the court in a week thereafter

Since the provocation for
ihe petitions was the harass.
ment of stray dog foeders by
other residents, Justice Jain
made it clear that the

fore the court that earmagicine
of areas for feeding stray dogs
woild not anly avoid incon-
venlence to residents but alse
belp implement the Municipal
Animal Birth Control Pro-

- gramme which required all

dogs t0.be sterilized and vac-
cinaind locallty-wise,

The counsel for Animal
Welfare Baard, Anjali Sharma,
had commended stray dog
ferders as their compassion.
ate activity was a big help to
the authorities in combating
rabies. The message that came
out from the case was that the
threst of rabies would aggra-
vate if the stray dogs wera not
befriended and partially do-
mesticated.

Phe rationale behind the
high court order is that if
stray dogs in each locality got
accustomed to gathering at
one spot for food, it would help
the authorities check their
proliferation and the spraad
of rabies.

Justice Jain reiterated his
earlier divection that none of,
the stray dog feeders who had
moved the court, including a
teacher, lawyer and doctor,
should be subiectod to any kind
of harassment by other resi-
dents and the respoctive resi.
dent weifare associations.

in one particulanly shock-
g Incident, which foak place
ironically on October 2, adve-
cate Jasmine Damkewals was.
assaulted and her car smashed
by residents for foeding stray
dogs in ber neighbourhoed.

tolreporter @ tlermsgroon. com
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Court Protects, Outside Delhi
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Top lawyers tun
SC for Mumba|

Satya Prakash
New Delhi, January 23

IT WAS one of those rare
days in the Supreme Court.
Country’s legal luminaries
on Friday teamed up to de-
fend the right to life of Mum-
bai's stray dogs before the
bench of Chief Justice of In-
dia K.G. Balakrishnan.

Fali Nariman may have re-
fused to assist the Delhi High
Court in the judges' assets
case, but was there for the ca-
nine cause, appearing for the
Animal Welfare Board.

And he was not alone. TR.

Andhyarujina, who repre-

sented Welfare of Stray
Dogs, and Viniyog Parivar
Trust counsel Raj Paniwani,
too, joined him.

A dogeannotbee@enni

nated because it barks” Na-

passed that stray dogs be ex-
terminated?” Andhyarujina
asked. There were more than
six lakh dogs on Mumbai’s
streets and the authorities
were planning to eliminate 5
lakh of them, he said. g
'lbthebench’squerythat
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Colony Care Taker | Cards by Animal Welfare Board of India

http://www.awbi.orq/?g=node/152

Now ID cards to be 1ssued fo i

Vijay Singh - =X B

Mumbal: Therv is finally some reliel #{ 15
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Animal
has decided to issue valid ID cards to


http://www.awbi.org/?q=node/152
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Indian Express
Kamala Kelkar: New Delhi, Mon Jan 21 2013, 01:51 hrs

People who care for street dogs will soon be getting government-issued identity cards. The new ID cards
are expected to do away with harassment faced by many such persons from the general public, when they
try to feed canines on the road. In a move that animal activists termed “unprecedented,” the Animal
Welfare Board of India (AWBI) has decided last week that anyone who voluntarily cares for strays —
dog feeders and colony caretakers who tend to animals in their locality. It Board has put up a one-page
registration form (can be downloaded free of cost) on its website awbi.org, for those who want to get
these ID cards. The applicant needs to fill in personal information such as name, address and experience,
if any, of working with the Animal Welfare Board. Once the application is submitted, the ID card would
be processed and mailed to the applicant within two weeks, board member and legal advisor Anjali
Sharma said. “The card would have the person’s name and an attestation that he/she is doing a right and
lawful deed and the Animal Welfare Board supports it. This lends credibility to the person,” Sharma said.
The AWBI is a legal advisory body that was formed under the Animal Prevention Act of 1960 to protect
the animals. Sharma explained that the goal of the card, which does not provide any exclusive rights, was
solely the welfare of animals and caretakers. “Most people don’t realise that sterilisation and vaccination
of stray dogs would be possible only through feeding and befriending dogs,” Sharma said. In December
2011, the Delhi High Court had passed an order voicing its approval for designated "dog feeding spots"
for stray canines in the city. It passed the order on a petition which sought to protect dogs from
"intimidating" residents, so they could be fed without any hassle. The court also ruled that police should
assist dog feeders if they faced any "harassment™ from residents and also ordered the AWBI to designate
specific feeding areas.

Rishi Dev, founder of Citizens for Animal Rights who has written a book on "Urban disputes over
animals", said this was the first time that the government was supporting such an initiative. Sharma hoped
that many would come forward to apply for the cards. "They are performing a duty,” she said. "And it's a
legitimate exercise."

CANINE LOVE

The forms for the ID card can be downloaded from the Animal Welfare Board of India website, awbi.org.
The applicant needs to provide details such as name, address and previous experience, if any, of working
with AWBI. The card will be mailed to the applicant within two weeks. In December 2011, the Delhi
High Court had passed an order voicing its approval for designated "dog feeding spots™ for stray canines
in the city.



